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TAGS: EAID, ETRD, EFIN, IA, PA 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO PARAGUAY OF JAPANESE ECONOMIC MISSION 

1. OFFICIAL JAPANESE ECONOMIC MISSION HEADED BY DR. 

SHIGEO NAGANO VISITED PARAGUAY FOR 2 1/2 DAYS, JUNE 26- 
28. THE GROUP RECEIVED SPECIAL VIP TREATMENT FROM 
PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, INCLUDING AN AUDIENCE 
WITH PRESIDENT STROESSNER. 

2. IN ADDITION TO MEETINGS WITH NATIONAL MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES, 

THE JAPANESE MISSION HELD A SERIES OF MEETINGS WITH THE 
PARAGUAYAN NATIONAL ECONOMIC PLANNING BOARD HEADED BY 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE UGARTE CENTURION. IN 
THE COURSE OF THESE LATTER MEETINGS, THE PARAGUAYAN 
GOVERNMENT PRESENTED THE JAPANESE GROUP WITH REQUESTS FOR 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN A SERIES OF PROJECTS TOTALLING MORE 
THAN $120 MILLION. THE PROJECTS WERE ESSENTIALLY 

THE SAME AS THOSE PRESENTED TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
ECONOMIC MISSION WHICH VISITED PARAGUAY SIX MONTHS AGO. 
SEVERAL OF THE PROJECTS HAVE ALSO APPEARED AT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DIFFERENT TIMES IN THE PAST AS REQUESTS TO ONE OR 
ANOTHER OF THE INTERNATIONAL LENDING INSTITUTIONS. 
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3. IT WAS CLEAR FROM COMMENTS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
GROUP THAT THE JAPANESE MISSION HAD BEEN THOROUGHLY 
BRIEFED AND PREPARED FOR THE VISIT. DURING THE PRE- 
SENTATION OF THE VARIOUS REQUESTS BY THE PARAGUAYAN 
OFFICIALS, THE JAPANESE LISTENED POLITELY AND PROMISED 
THAT THE CONCERNS OF THE PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
TRANSMITTED TO THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT FOR FURTHER STUDY. 

THEY ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SEVERAL OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
REQUESTS SHOULD MORE PROPERLY BE SUBMITTED THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

4. ALTHOUGH NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE VISIT OF THE 
ECONOMIC MISSION, AN INCREASE IN THE EXISTING YEN LOAN 

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A GROUND-SATELITE STATION WAS SIGNED BY 
THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR ON THE DAY THE MISSION DEPARTED. 

EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE NO IMMEDIATE TANGIBLE RESULTS 
FROM THE VISIT, BASED ON THE RELATIVELY EXTENSIVE JAPANESE 
INVESTMENTS AND IMMIGRANT COLONIES IN THE COUNTRY, PARAGUAYAN 
OFFICIAL SOURCES SUBSEQUENTLY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT SOME 
ASSISTANCE WILL BE FORTHCOMING, AT LEAST IN ONE OR TWO 
PROJECTS WHERE A TIED LOAN FOR THE SALE OF JAPANESE 
MACHINERY COULD BE APPLIED. 

LANDAU 
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